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Have you ever heard this saying, “You can give without loving, but you can’t love without giving”? We surely can give without loving…because we feel we have to, or we think it’s the right thing to do because everyone else is supporting that cause. But most of the time, it doesn’t require any emotional involvement and is just a passing thought after the moment. However, if you truly love with Christ’s love…you have compassion for others. You give because you want to ease someone’s suffering…your gift might be monetary…but the gift needed might be your time to listen, your time to lend a hand, your time to run an errand for someone who needs you. God doesn’t ask us to give what we don’t have. We are blessed to be a blessing to others with our time and possessions! He calls us to give joyfully.

We have so much to be joyful about at LUMC! Our United Methodist Men had a wonderful time of fellowship while enjoying a delicious breakfast this past Sunday! They are looking forward to their next project…sprucing up the playground and fencing it in so that all of our little ones can play safely! Thanks, guys!


Our hearts were filled with loved and our tummies filled with candy…thanks to the CJK Mission Possible kids. They worked so hard to deliver the candy grams during Sunday school this past Sunday! They look forward to participating in the “Drive Thru Difference” in the weeks to come. Thanks to everyone who supported their efforts!

LUMC’s Relay for Life team baked some delicious goodies for us to enjoy this week. There were cakes, cupcakes, cookies, cake pops, pies, and even homemade chocolate candies for Sunday’s bake sale. We’ll have a total from this sale for you next week. Your support was greatly appreciated!


The Cool Jesus Kids group, CJK, did an awesome job singing during worship for the 9am service. They sang “Awesome God”, “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”, and “Mighty God” under the direction of Alice Graham and Deborah Thomas. Way to go!


We were delighted to have so many scouts and their families visiting with us this past Sunday for Scout Sunday! We salute the splendid volunteers… who serve as leaders, the parents who make sure their Scouts stay involved, and the Scouts who give their time and attention to being their best for God and their neighbors! 

We are blessed to live in such a wonderful community of faith! Middle school and high school students have been invited to a fun night out… “Friday Nite Alive” this Friday from 10pm-midnight at the Holley Memorial Fellowship Center across from the high school. There will be games, music, and food! Rev. Joel Sexton will be providing the devotion! The great news…it’s free! Hope you’ll join them!


Calling for volunteers…we need you! If you’d be willing to work with our children and youth in nursery or other children’s programs, please sign up to participate in the safe sanctuary training this Sunday at 10am in the conference room. If you’ve been trained, remember that you have to be recertified every three years. We are so excited to have so many children and youth in our church! Let’s provide the many wonderful ministries for them by volunteering our time!


We are so proud of our children with perfect attendance for the month of January! Congratulations to Bubba Buzhardt, Miley Gipe, Nate Price, Rilely Bouknight, Lyla Buzhardt, Cade Bouknight, Caroline Bedenbaugh, Catherine Bedenbaugh. We are also proud of our thirty adults with perfect attendance, too! That’s awesome considering all the viruses and bugs going around!


It’s Praise Band Sunday… February 19th! Join us for this casual praise and worship service in the fellowship hall at 9am. Refreshments will be served. Hope you’ll bring a friend and join us!

In community news, congratulations to Richard Matthews for being named to the President’s List at Clemson University for the fall semester 2011! To achieve this honor, students must have all As, which is a 4.0 average! Richard is the son of Clark and Trudy Matthews. Wow! Way to go, Richard!


Congratulations to Whitney Boatwright…granddaughter of David and Eula Mae Shealy. Whitney was named to the Dean’s list at Columbia College for the fall semester 2011. We are proud of you, Whitney!


Well…that’s the news for another week. We’d love to have you join us for worship this Sunday. The 9am Praise Band service will be held in the fellowship hall. The traditional 11am service will be in the sanctuary. We are located at 510 East Columbia Avenue in Leesville. For more information, contact the church office at 532-3817 or visit us on the web at www.leesvilleumc.com. 


This week…remember, if the Spirit lives in you, you will be moved to love and serve. Look for God’s leading this week and experience a “God Encounter”…as He places people on your path in need!
